Dog Deaths in Humboldt and
Mendocinoe County \Water
Bodies Possibly Related to
Cyanoehacteriall Toxicity,



Recent Dog Deaths in North Coast
Water Bodies

¢ Since 2001, 9 deaths fellowing contact
with Humbeldt & Mendocinoe County: water
podies could be related te cyanebacterial
poIsening.

¢ 5 dogs died In Big Lageen in 2001, — ne
direct evidence of cyanoehactenal toxins.

¢ 4 degs died I Seuth Ferk Eell River In
2002 & 2004 = stemach analy/Ses o 2
deg@s Indicated that anatexinEa Weas
PrESEn.

¢ Wil fecus; on the documenited Seuith EFork
Eell RIVer IncCIdents.
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South Fork Eel River —
Avenue of the Giants




South Fork Eel River —
Sylvandale




South Fork Eel River Incidents -
20102

¢ 2 of 3 dogs had seizures within 5-10
minutes of exposure toe water and died
within 15 minutes.

» \Water sample taken by Mendocine County.
DEH 1n this area (Standish- Hickey Park)
ldentified as Anabaena and Lynghbya.

» Separate sample analyzed by, the CA
Animal Healthrand Eeed Saliety/ L2l
(CAHESL) and Uninz eff Nerth Carelinz
contaIned Plankiethmi: oniyz:



South Fork Eel River Incidents -
20102

+» CAHESL analyzed dog stomach
contents for commoen neuretexins -
none present

» CAHESIL collaboerated with Wiriglt
State Univ. & detected anatoxin-a
IN the stomach contents.

¢ No microcystin was found in the
stomach contents.



South Fork Eel River Incidents -
20102

¢ Exact source of the cyanobacterial
toxin still being determined
(Puschner, CAHESL).

o CAHESL & their collaboraters helieve
that the 2 degs were moest likely
PeISeREC! By, anateXxin=a.

» CAHESL has developed thel: ewn
methods to test for anatoxin-a &
MICKEEY/STIRS:



South Fork Eel River Incident -
24004

¢ Dog convulsed and died shortly after
swimming near Plercy - ne autopsy.
conducted.




Genera of toxin-producing
cyanobacteria reported for
South Fork Eel River :

¢ Anabaena

 Nositgc

p Planktothrix




The only cyanobacterial toxin that
has been documented as present
In the South Fork Eel River ISs:



Big Lagoon

S MAPOVEST . =

Crannall

| Frestwater Corners Janes Flacs

cksport

e Kneeland _Maple Creek
Raseweod < e




Big Lagoon Dog Death Incidents -
2001

Jim Popenoe



Big Lagoon incidents - 2001

¢ 5 dogs died after swimming In boat
launch area in NE Lageon in
summer/fall

¢ Dogs experienced symptoms within
12 [ars;, andidiedr 2=-4 day/s; later

& Symptoms:
©

O



Big Lagoon Incidents - 2001

» \Water samples were taken in
November, one month after the last
Incident .

¢ No microcystins or ether
cyanekacteral texins Were: fiotnade:

» Noetably, the lageen had noi
PREaChEd 16! el ecean dUrneg the
PREVIGUS WIRtEK:



Public Outreach Efforts

¢ Issue Annual Press Releases
(2x/season)

¢ Provide Media Interviews

¢ Post Big Lagoeon; and Seuth Ferk Eel
RIVEr

¢ Distribute Fact Sheets for Public at
Recreational Locations

¢ Send Annual Letter and Detailed Fact
Sheet to Animal Health Care Workers




DOG OWNERS

BLUE GREEN ALGAE PRESENT IN THE
EEL RIVER
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